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From a drawing of the ISth century

Poland was unable to cope
with the Haidamaks and again
solicited the aid of the tsarist
government, whose troops crush-
ed the uprising. Zheleznyak and
Gonta were seized by a strata-
gem. Zheleznyak was sent to
Siberia and Gonta handed over to
the Polish gentry, who tortured
him to death. The savage repri-
sals taken by the Polish pans and
the gentry against the Ukrainian,
population exceeded all previ-
ous atrocities. The Polish pans,
as they themselves admitted,
set out "to quench the Ukrain-
ian flame in the blood of the
peasants." They addressed a
proclamation to the peasants
claiming that God had created
the peasant to obey the pan
unquestioningly. Many peasants
fled to Russian, territory to
escape persecution. Polish rule in the Ukraine was completely done
away with after the second partition of Poland in 1703.

Ukrainian Culture. Ukrainian culture was fiercely persecuted
in the 18ih century. The Ukrainians were prohibited from printing
books in. their native language. This persecution, however, could not
check the progress of Ukrainian culture. Stories of the struggle of the
Cossacks against the Poles were woven into ballads sung in village
and towns to the accompaniment of the folk instruments. Short playn
and comedies on historical themes were performed at public fairw ami
in, the schools. In the absence of secular education an important role
was played by the Kiev Ecclesiastical Academy. Many Ukrainian
writers, including Grigori Skovoroda, the national poet, philosopher
and outstanding scholar of ancient classical literature, graduated from
the academy. Skovoroda was born of a poor Cossack family, and wan-
dered all his life about the Ukraine with a walking stick and a bag
slung over his shoulder, in which he carried several treasured books
and manuscripts. Skovoroda had a first-hand knowledge of tho life and.
sorrows of the poor Ukrainian peasant, and his poetry, which won swift
popularity among the masses, was cited in proverbs 3 sayings and songs.

Economic and cultural rapprochement between the Ukraino nnd
Russia continued throughout the 18th century. Ukrainian corn it*
well as the products of Ukrainian industry were whipped, in large quan*
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